
HASTINGS MUSICAL FESTIVAL NEWS 

Events 

September 1st:     Entries opened for the 2020 Festival/Entries Close 30 Nov. 

October 19th:     Family Fun Day at The White Rock Theatre.  

We will have a stall with an information desk, fliers, Festival Syllabus available and fun games for 

young ones. Do come along and support us or encourage children and grandchildren or any 

budding stars you know to drop in! There will be performances throughout the day. 

October 27th:   Molly Townson Memorial Concert at The White Rock Theatre.   

Come along to a celebration of Molly’s life. See below for more details. 

October 28th: Hastings Rotary Club Young Musician of the Year 2020 

We will be hosting the Hastings heat of The Rotary Young Musician of the Year at The Stables at 

7pm. The winning vocalist and instrumentalist will be eligible for the District, Regional and National 

Finals.  Tickets available from The Stables. £10 in advance and £12 on door with concessions. We 

have 10 incredibly talented young musicians and singers and I am sure all our HMF and HIPCC 

volunteers and members would really enjoy the evening. You will be amazed at the talent of our 

young people. 

100 Club: We have made a good start to the 100 Club but need more members. The payment is 

£2 each month with a monthly winner receiving £50. This will help us to raise funds to continue our 

excellent Festival into the future.  Our first winner is No. 32 Susannah Marsden. Congratulations !!  

If you would like to join the 100 Club please email mike@goodger.plus.com 

A Musical Evening Celebrating The Life 

of Molly Townson 

Hastings Musical Festival presents a one-of-a-kind 

Musical Evening celebrating the life of their beloved 

former chairman, Molly Townson (1943-2019). 

Molly was an inspiration to several generations of 

singers and performers, and this is our chance to 

remember her, and her musical life, joyfully 

together. 

This gala evening has been put together jointly by 

Molly’s family and Hastings Musical Festival and 

will include familiar faces from the Festival such as, 

KATE ROGERS, KATIE WREN and CANTABILE 

and dancers from Laton Ash as well as professional 

performers who were involved in Molly’s life.  As 

Friends of the Festival we hope you will wish to join 

us to celebrate and remember Molly.  We would like 

to invite Festival singers who will be at the concert 

to join us on stage for the Finale, particularly if you 

have been  a pupil of Molly’s or in one of her choirs. 

Please contact Lesley on lsmoor088@gmail.com 

for more details. Please spread the word and if you 

can distribute fliers or posters please contact Lesley 
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This gala evening will honour every aspect of Molly’s musical life, from her own singing to 

her subsequent career as a singing teacher, with special focus on her long association 

with the Hastings Musical Festival and the Hastings International Piano Concerto Competi-

tion. As such, we welcome back previous Festival winners who have gone on to successful 

careers as performers, including Molly’s daughters, singers MELANIE STACE and EMMA 

STACE, and NAOMI KILBY. We also welcome performances from MIWAKO 

MIKI and FRANK WIBAUT, prize winner and former Artistic Director respectively of Hast-

ings International Piano Concerto Competition. There will also be contributions from the 

various performing groups with which she was associated, including SOIREE, her touring 

Edwardian musical entertainment, and CANTABILE, her choir, with choreography 

by PAULINE ASH of Laton Ash Dance Centre. And all this, in the presence of PETULA 

CLARK CBE, President of HIMF. 

 

The evening will also feature performances and appearances from famous friends in the 

wider world of music, including SHIRLEY COLLINS MBE, the Hastings-born Queen of 

English Folk Song (and former Festival judge), and IAN KEAREY (The Oyster Band and 

The Blue Aeroplanes); celebrated composer, double bassist and former classmate GAVIN 

BRYARS (who wrote the last songs Molly sang in public); and composer ERROLLYN 

WALLEN MBE, 'the renaissance woman of contemporary British music’ (The Observer) 

and formal resident and Festival competitor. The celebration will be compèred by Molly’s 

son, WESLEY STACE AKA JOHN WESLEY HARDING, whose show Cabinet of Won-

ders is a longtime fixture in New York City, and who recently released an album featuring 

duets with Bruce Springsteen and Lou Reed. 

All proceeds will go to the Molly Townson Bursary Fund, for young people intending 

to pursue a career in the performing arts. 

Ticket prices: £12, £8 for Over 60s, £6 for Under 16s and Students with ID (including book-
ing fee). 

Available from the White Rock Theatre Box Office  

 

Funding: To continue being successful over the coming years we need support from local 
people and businesses.  If you would like to sponsor the Festival; one of the classes, or an 
event at the Festival; for example The Choirs Day or  Primary School Instrumental Day I 
would love to hear from you.  We will put your name into the Programme as a sponsor.  
We would also love to hear from anyone who would like an advert in the main Programme. 
Could you also let me know if you have any ideas of businesses I could contact.  

For more information on sponsorship or advertisements please contact Jenny on 

info@hastingsmf.org.uk 

 

Website: www.hastingsmusicalfestival.org,uk 

Facebook: Hastingsmusicalfestival 


